
HB 2207 -- YOUTH

SPONSOR: Curtis

COUNTY YOUTH INITIATIVE FUND (Section 67.1780, RSMo)

This bill specifies that the governing body of any city not within
a county or any county of this state may, after voter approval,
levy a sales tax not to exceed one-quarter of one cent for the
purpose of juvenile delinquency prevention and rehabilitation
programs, programs that provide opportunities for at-risk children
and youth who are affected by adverse community dynamics, and
programs that attempt to address the tenuous social infrastructure
that often leads to crime, welfare dependency, drug and alcohol
abuse, high school dropouts, and extended unemployment. The bill
creates the County Youth Initiative Fund. All sales taxes
collected by the Director of the Department of Revenue under these
provisions on behalf of any city or county or city not within a
county, less 1% for the cost of collection, must be deposited in
the fund and these funds must not be deemed to be state funds and
must not be commingled with any funds of the state.

HIGH SCHOOL MATH AND SCIENCE EDUCATION (Section 170.022)

For school year 2018-2019 and every year thereafter, four units of
credit in mathematics and four units in science will be required
before a student can graduate from a public high school. This
requirement will not apply to any student with an individualized
education plan (IEP) receiving special education services whose IEP
does not require that coursework.

COMMUNITY CHILDREN'S SERVICES FUND (Section 210.861)

This bill prohibits the transfer of certain funds by the children's
services fund board in St. Louis County to the state or the county.
The bill also authorizes the use of money in the fund for juvenile
delinquency prevention programs.

In any county that contains all or part of an unaccredited or
provisionally accredited school district, 10% of each fiscal year's
revenues must be devoted to a grant program that delivers services
directly to the schools in the district according to a procedure
set out in the bill.

COUNTY YOUTH INITIATIVE FUND BOARD OF DIRECTORS (Section 210.970)

When the tax prescribed by Section 67.1780 is established, the
governing body of the entity creating the fund must appoint a board
of directors consisting of nine members who must be residents of



the city or county or city not within a county.

All board members must be appointed to serve for a term of three
years, except that the first board appointed will have staggered
terms. The directors must not receive compensation for their
services but may be reimbursed for their actual and necessary
expenses. The board must elect a chairman, vice chairman,
treasurer, and such other officers as it deems necessary for its
membership.

The board is authorized to contract with public or nonprofit
agencies licensed or certified where appropriate to provide
qualified services and may place conditions on the use of the
funds. The board must reserve the right to audit the expenditure
of any and all funds and the board and any agency with which the
board contracts may establish eligibility standards for the use of
the funds and the receipt of services. Members of the board are
prohibited from serving on the governing body, having any financial
interest in, or being employed by any agency which is a recipient
of funds generated under these provisions.

Any county youth initiative board of directors may vote to
consolidate with a neighboring county youth initiative board of
directors to combine resources and services provided.

MISSOURI COUNTY YOUTH INITIATIVE LEGISLATIVE OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE
(Section 210.970)

The bill creates the “Missouri County Youth Initiative Legislative
Oversight Committee” comprised of four members of the House of
Representatives appointed by the Speaker of the House of
Representatives and three members of the Senate appointed by the
President Pro Tem of the Senate. No more than three of the House
of Representatives members and no more than two of the Senate
members can be from the same political party. The committee must
ensure that all county youth initiative boards of directors in the
state are audited annually and the audits must be submitted to the
committee.

Members of the committee must report to the Governor, President Pro
Tem of the Senate, and Speaker of the House of Representatives on
the activities of county youth initiatives throughout the state
during the preceding fiscal year no later than October 1 of each
year. The county youth initiative boards of directors in this
state must report to the committee any information as the committee
may deem necessary for its annual report. The committee must
determine best practices for county youth initiatives, make
suggestions for improving county youth initiative programs and
services, and analyze further needs from the state perspective and



the need for continuing the fund. Members of the committee are
prohibited from receiving any compensation in addition to their
salary as members of the General Assembly, but may receive their
necessary expenses while attending meetings of the committee to be
paid out of the county youth initiative fund.

YOUTH INTERVENTION PROGRAMS (219.041)

This bill requires the Division of Youth Services within the
Department of Social Services to collaborate and share information
and provide technical assistance to municipal and juvenile courts
in utilizing available community resources and programs for
placement of youth status offenders and law violators. The
programs must include:

(1) Mental health counseling services;

(2) Drug counseling services;

(3) Community service options, including opportunities for youth
to earn moneys while performing community service to pay any fines
or restitution;

(4) Educational and learning evaluations and resources; and

(5) Services and activities designed to address the factors
contributing to youth status offenses and law violations in a
community by providing early intervention services and resources
for youth offenders.

Upon judicial request, the division must provide assistance to the
municipal or juvenile court in identifying effective programs and
resources available in the community based on the division's
experience with the incentive subsidy program.

The division is required to provide an annual report to the General
Assembly. The report must contain community intervention resources
and program opportunities, use and participation rates of community
intervention programs, and the recidivism rate of juveniles who
participated in community intervention programs.

This bill is similar to HB 1694 (2014) and HB 906 (2015).


